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the principle of labour policy which should govern the adminis-
tration of colonies. It should bring within its machinery the
representatives of those colonial peoples to whom in the progress
towards self-government control over their internal social policy
has been granted.

A question which has to be asked is whether these various
devices to give practical effect to the principle  of colonial
responsibility should be co-ordinated in a single diplomatic
document. The case for a statement of the principles of colonial
rule has been cogently argued by the Anti-Slavery and Aborig-
ines Protection Society.1 Ultimately action along these lines
through a special colonial conference or a colonial conference
held in conjunction with the final peace conference is inevitable,
It is not possible to go on everlastingly saying that the security
and welfare of the world is the concern of all powers^ but that
there are peoples unable to stand by themselves who are the
exclusive concern of single powers. At the present stage,, how-
ever,, a single convention must either be very general or attempt
to deal with all the complex problems of colonial life from
conditions in an advanced colony to those in the most primitive.
A general text might have tremendous moral force, if it could
be made both sufficiently idealistic to capture public imagination
and sufficiently concrete to escape the reproach that it is a
repetition of unfulfilled promises of the past. Something mighl
be done in this direction; in view of suspicions as to the limited
validity of the Atlantic Charter^ something needs to be done
It should., however^ be recognized that an early convention wil
be general., and that a comprehensive agreement can only hav<
a chance of success if all the issues of colonial policy have beei
previously properly explored.

Our general conclusion is that on the international plane ther
should be unity of colonial policy., but that there should nc
be a strait jacket for all colonial peoples. The unity should resu
from something like the general principle which has alread

1 An International Colonial Convention^ Anti-Slavery and Aborigini
Protection Society, London, May 1943.